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Juneteenth celebrates Black History

Allow me to say that what is
called the “Negro problem”
seems to me a misnomer. 

The real problem which this na-
tion has to solve, and the solution
of which it will have to answer
for in history, were better de-
scribed as the white man’s prob-
lem. 

Here, as elsewhere, the greater
includes the less. What is called
the “Negro problem” is swal-
lowed up by the Caucasian prob-
lem. The question is whether the
white man can ever be elevated

we use."
#RedefineBlack is not the first
time that My Black Is Beautiful
is advocating for positive change.
In 2017, My Black Is Beautiful
led the development of "The
Talk" – a film that depicts the
conversations Black parents have
with their children through the
decades, to prepare them for the
racial bias they may face in the
world. An Emmy-award-winning
effort, "The Talk" broadened the
conversation about bias by ex-
ploring how people from differ-
ent backgrounds can use
listening and dialogue to form a
common ground of understand-
ing.
Said Dr. Yaba Blay, professor at
North Carolina Central Univer-
sity, specializing in Black racial
and cultural identities, "We need
to move away from the biased
and negative terminology that is

‘The Negro Problem’  by Frederick Douglass given in August 1886

My Black Beautiful platform continues to
advocate black positive images... from page 10

often associated with Blackness.
These associations can diminish
the joy and magic within us all.
Ultimately, we should not have to
justify or explain our Blackness
to reach a common understand-
ing. This is us, and we are vast
and diverse." 
My Black Is Beautiful seeks to
acknowledge and uplift the fabric
that weaves together Blackness.
While Black identity is vast and
varied, despite these differences
in cultural, ethnic and regional
identities, Black people are often
connected through a shared his-
tory of perseverance. 

Words Matter. Let's #Rede-
fineBlack. Join the movement at
MBIB.com.

About DoSomething.org

DoSomething.org is the largest
tech company exclusively for
young people and social change.
We're activating millions of
young people to do good in every
US area code and in 131 coun-
tries. Using our digital platform,
members join DoSomething's
volunteer and civic action cam-
paigns to make an offline impact

at scale. Our members have
clothed half of America's home-
less youth. They've cleaned up
3.7 million cigarette butts.
They've run the world's largest
youth-led sports equipment
drive. And more! Young people
have the power and the passion to
transform their communities --
we help them get it done. Let's
Do This.

About My Black is Beautiful

My Black is Beautiful is a plat-

form created for the Black dias-
pora, designed for honest dia-
logue about bias. 

MBIB acknowledges, elevates
and supports all that is beautiful
about Black culture (shapes,
shades, textures, identities, ages,
and self-expression). My Black
is Beautiful is committed to pro-
moting positive representation
through the lens of beauty and
through improving the accept-
ance of Black beauty.

"We need to move away
from the biased and nega-
tive terminology that is
often associated with
Blackness. These associa-
tions can diminish the joy
and magic within us all.
Ultimately, we should not
have to justify or explain
our Blackness to reach a
common understanding.
This is us, and we are vast
and diverse.”

The Mid-South Tribune’s Credo
By Mr. Frederick Douglass
Editor and Publisher of the

North Star, an African American newspaper (1845)

“Let me give you a word of the philosophy of reforms. The
whole history of the progress of human liberty shows that all
concessions, yet made to her august claims, have been born of
earnest struggle. The conflict has been exciting, agitating, all-
absorbing, and for the time being putting all other tumults to
silence. It must do this or it does nothing. If there is no struggle,
there is no progress. Those who profess to favor freedom, and
yet depreciate agitation, are men who want crops without
plowing up the ground. They want the ocean without the awful
thunder and lightening. They want the ocean without the awful
roar of its many waters. This struggle may be a moral one: or
it may be a physical one: or it may be both moral and physical;
but it must be a struggle. Power concedes nothing without de-
mand.”

to that plane of justice, humanity,
and Christian civilization which
will permit Negroes, Indians and
Chinamen, and other darker col-
ored races to enjoy an equal
chance in the race of life. 

It is not so much whether these
races can be made Christians as
whether white people can be
made Christians. The Negro is
few, the white man is many. The
Negro is weak, the white man is
strong. In the problem of the
Negro’s future, the white man is
therefore the chief factor. He is
the potter; the Negro is the clay.

It is for him to say whether the
Negroes shall become well
rounded, symmetrical man, or be
cramped, deformed and dwarfed.  

A plant deprived of warmth,
moisture and sunlight cannot live
and grow. And a people deprived
of the means of an honest liveli-
hood, must wither and die. All I
ask for the Negro is fair play.
Give him this, and I have no fear
for his future. The great mass of
colored people in this country are
now, and must continue to be, in
the South; and there, if anywhere,
they must survive or perish.

It is idle to suppose these people
can make any large degree of
progress in morals, religion and
material conditions, while their
persons are unprotected, their
rights unsecured, their labor de-
frauded, and they are kept only a
little beyond the starving point.

Of course, I rejoice that efforts
are being made by benevolent
and Christian people in the North
in the interest of religion and ed-
ucation; but I cannot conceal
from myself that much of this
must seem a mockery and a delu-

sion to the colored people there,
while they are left at the mercy
of anarchy and lawless violence. 

It is something to give the Negro
religion (he could have that in
time of slavery); it is more to
give him justice. It is something
to give him the Bible; it is more
to give him the ballot.
It is something to tell him that
there is a place for him in the
Christian’s heaven. It is more to
allow him a peaceful dwelling
place in this Christian country.

A plant deprived of
warmth, moisture and sun-
light cannot live and grow.
And a people deprived of
the means of an honest
livelihood, must wither and
die. All I ask for the Negro
is fair play. Give him this,
and I have no fear for his
future. The great mass of
colored people in this
country are now, and must
continue to be, in the
South; and

A Recommended
book for your

library

“The Book of African Proverbs”
by Gerd de Ley contains over
1,200 of the best most profound
and illuminating proverbs from
Africa, its nations and its people
is now available in bookstores
and online. Publisher is Hather-
leigh Press, Ltd.


